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difficult to take them in; I needed to discipline 

parts of myself to be ready to have these 

children come into my home. I asked Cami 

(WMF Sierra Leone Field Director) if I could 

bring Remie into my home. She answered, 

“You know you are in school. You are not 

alone in your house. You have to ask your 

roommate. We are here to help, but these are 

my concerns.”

So, I asked my friend if we could bring Remie 

into our house, and he agreed, but with other 

concerns: Was I too young to care for him? 

Did I have enough time to care for him? 

What about my friends and social life? There 

were lots of questions, lots of challenges 

and comforts that I had to choose to give up. 

These were things that I needed in my life, 

but I could not imagine seeing my boys going 

from house to house begging for food, unable 

to go to school and living with no future. 

Jesus said, “Whoever wants to be my disciple 

must deny themselves and take up their cross 

and follow me. For whoever wants to save 

their life will lose it, but whoever loses their 

life for me will find it” (Matthew 16:24-25).

This verse means nothing to me if I consider 

only things about myself and not the interests 

of the kids God has put around me. And the 

Bible says true religion is to take care of 

the little and the needy, and to keep myself 

unspoiled from the world. ■

(continued from page 4)
 SHARING HOME

by seeking them out when they are lost and throwing a party 

when they are found. This is our service.

So today, I changed my plans. I allowed to myself to be 

diverted so I could pursue the one that was lost. Thankfully I 

can share that Chiana is found and is back on that freedom 

road. But the way is long, and not many can walk it without 

someone to press them on. I think my life changed today 

because I realized that I do not ever want there to be a day 

when I stop pursuing these women, when I stop running to 

meet them when they return, when I stop wanting to have 

a party to celebrate their life. Today, I felt just a touch of the 

heart of God for His people, a touch of His heart for me and, 

more powerfully, a touch of His heart for Chiana. His love letter 

of pursuit is changing my life and the lives of my friends. ■ 

Chiana’s name has been changed to protect her privacy.

(continued from page 6)
THE GREAT PURSUIT

Broken – Beautiful
The “Broken – Beautiful” photo project involved youth of the Lighthouse program in 
Sierra Leone, West Africa, and youth of Grace Community Church of Seal Beach, 
California junior and senior high school groups. Both groups were given disposable 
cameras to take pictures that explored the concepts of beauty and brokenness in 
their homes and in the city around them. 

Forty-six pictures from Seal Beach and Freetown students were paired and 
displayed in an exhibit at Grace Community Church. The photos on this page were 
taken by the Sierra Leonean youth. See www.GreenArtHouse.com for more photos.
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PARAGUAY The desired location of the WMF family center is located in downtown 
Rio, a short walk from where the community makes street visits. The 
initial program will include: Bible study, literacy, spiritual support, hygiene, 
nutrition, basic health and more. Future program additions will include 
job training, counseling, and seminars on child care, life skills and other 
subjects for the women, and educational resources for their children.
 
Estimated monthly operating expenses are between $800 and $900 (US). 
These figures include rent, program costs and local staff salaries.
 
If you feel led to financially support the WMF Brazil family center, please 
send your support to WMF, P.O. Box 70, Omaha, NE, 68101 and indicate 
on a separate note that the gift is for the “Brazil Ministry Fund.”  
 
If you have questions, please contact Rich Nichols at: 
rich.nichols@wordmadeflesh.com. Please keep us in your prayers!

BRAZIL FAMILY CENTER CAMPAIGN
plotting the course with the Brazil field

2007 – Esdrianne Cohen is employed as the first Brazilian staff 
member. She also humbly accepts the position of board president 
and starts the registration process for Palavra Encarnada (WMF 
Brazil). See Esdrianne’s staff profile on page 3.

2002-2004 – WMF begins visiting youth and families on the streets 
of Rio de Janeiro. Through building relationships, they are able to 
share the love of Christ with precious friends.

2006 – WMF Brazil begins a child-sponsorship program in  
partnership with Projeto Vidinha, a home for at-risk children.

2007

God willing, WMF Brazil will open the doors to the WMF 
family center, a safe place where women and their 
children are invited to participate in fellowship, Bible 
study and education away from the harsh environment 
of the streets.

September 1, 2007

As WMF Brazil takes this next step in establishing a 
community presence, we invite you to join us.

Photos (left to right): 
A young mother and friend 
of WMF, by Jenna Pashley; 
shoe-shine supplies, by Jenna 
Pashley; and a WMF friend, by 
Matt Zeeb. 




