


1
_ e =

Gabriela Lau and Valerica & & Mihaela Bacnasu David and Lenuta Magdalena
Angheluta Archip Director of Chronic Clopotel
Educator, Casa Executive Director, Finances Regional Educator, Casa
Lazar Director of Casa » Coordinator and “La Vale”

“La Vale” . Educator, Casa

1 ~ L “La Vale” i l |

April Folkertsma Josh and Robin :-', Gianina Bela Ispas Joel and Monica
W . Approved Field Fowler Gheorguis Coordinator of Klepac
% Staff  Servant Team Cleaning Administration |
Coordinator, Field Management,
Staff Casa ‘La Vale” \
(
Ana Maxim Audra and Ron Paul Rase Rachel Simons Anica Stefan Staff Fanel
Educator, Casa McAvaddy Field Director Field Staff Cook Ursachescu
“La Vale” th 1 Educator, Casa
y “La Vale”
Field Staff
H

o, BN} ]
Jyoti Bhattari
Director, Prem
Ghar

Brook Birch
Field Staff

Kristin Keen Sarah Lance

Brothel Outreach Field Director,
Coordinator | iar/‘ Bari Director
T
L 2
Gita Mandal Upendra Saha Kyle Scott
Sari Bari Training Sari Bari Approved Field
Assistant Purchasing Asst., Staff
Brothel Outreach
Staff
Kiran Shaw
Brothel Outreach
Staff

Brent and Melinda Snader
pictured w. y
Approved Field Staff and Sari Bari
Program Administrator

Tim and Amy
Hupe

Approved Servant
Team Coordinators
[

Mr. E. Amoses Ms. Evu Caurina Mr. Y. Paulraj Rev.J.P.

Office Assistant, Creche Nurse, Devadoss and Ruby

Machzhilchi lilam Machzhilchi lllam Supervisor, Dhanasingh
Machzhilchi lllam Project Manager

and Home Mother,
Samanthana lllam

Mrs. M. Prabha
Tutor,
Machzhilchi lllam

Ms. Padmavathy
Creche Nurse,
Samanthana lllam

Ms. Priscilla

Cook,
Machzhilchi lllam

A

Angelene Mrs. Victoria Ms. Visalakshi
Samuel Samuel Samuel Creche Nurse,
Eroject Coord. Director, Administrator, Samanthana lllam

Rev. Patrick

Machzhilchi lllam Machzhilchi lllam

Not Pictured: Ms. Amutha, Cook, Samanthana lllam

Rup Chaulagain
Community
Transporation
Coordinator

W

Kara DeBruyn L. Jesse Heirendt
Field Staff . Approved Field
n ' Staff
] |
i

Liz Ivkovich
Approved Field
Staff

Top Magar
Field Staff

Gautam and
Rekha Rai

Directors, Karuna
Ghar

Jamuna Rai
Staff, Karuna Ghar

|
Sumitra Rai
Educator, Karuna
Ghar

Calvin Smothers

Approved Servant

- Team Coordinator
|

Andrew Ulasich
Approved Field
Staff

Kimberly West

Field Directors, Regional Coordinators

H E RY



2007 MINISTRY REPORT:

WMF Relief, Care and Development

This is a year-end summary of WMF’s activities around the world in 2007. Our desire is for every effort of WMF to be a loving
reflection of our call and commitment to serve Jesus among the poorest of the poor. May these pages lead you to pray for
WMF and those among whom we serve, to give generously to financial needs and to advocate on behalf of the poor.

Please Give Several WMF efforts are in need of additional funding to operate in 2008. The attached envelope gives you
an opportunity to give to WMF’s ministry around the world (see in particular Kolkata, Nepal and Romania in the next pages).
Donations will be split among the biggest needs. Thank you for your partnership with us!

argentina

Vision We are called to serve and discover Jesus among the abandoned and vulnerable youth on the streets of
Buenos Aires. Additionally, WMF Argentina is a community of hospitality where WMF staff serving in South America
can find space for rest, reflection and celebration.

Relationship Building | Walter and Adriana Forcatto are the only WMF staff living in Argentina, and they serve among children and
youth living on the streets of Buenos Aires. In early 2008, WMF Argentina will receive three additional North American staff members.
Because WMF has been a presence in Buenos Aires only since March 2005, the ministry of solidarity and accompaniment continues
to deepen and mature. Several days a week the Forcattos, along with several highly committed Argentine volunteers, meet with youth
in subway stations, in parks and at abandoned train tracks, bringing food, activities and the love of Jesus. In 2007, the community, in
collaboration with a church that is closely involved with the ministry, helped facilitate a basic computer skills class for the youth once a
week. The Forcattos have also made themselves available to serve within the local church as a voice for the children and the poor.

Photos (left to right): WMF Argentina friends, by Walter Forcatto; a baptism service in Nepal, by Kara DeBruyn; a boy
is caught in a rare peaceful moment at the summer camp WMF Romania runs for the children, by Joshua Fowler.
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bolivia

Vision We desire to see holistic transformation through Christ Jesus for those who prostitute in Bolivia. It is our mission,
in community, to practice and proclaim the Kingdom of God among persons affected by prostitution, through relationship

and opportunities for transformation.

Street Ministry | For five years, WMF staff and volunteers have continued
to visit 15 brothels twice a week in the overgrown slum city of El Alto.
There they offer a ministry of presence, compassion and encouragement
along with an invitation to the House of Hope.

The House of Hope Community Center | Located one block from the
red-light district, La Casa de Esperanza (The House of Hope) offers
hospitality, medical attention, children’s programs, discipleship, economic
guidance and financial assistance to women in prostitution and their
families. It is a place of hope, love and respect — a refuge — where women
are challenged to seek the Lord's best for their lives. This year, because

the building has become “home” for so

many, the Bolivia field will finalize its

purchase by the end of this year! We are extremely grateful for the
generous gifts that have made this possible.

Residential Discipleship | This year, WMF Bolivia entered into its first
residential discipleship experience. Heather and Wes Goertzen

opened their home to share life with a friend who has left a lifetime os
prostitution and is seeking healing and growth. Through discipleship and
community living, “Mary” has the support she needs to continue to thrive.

brazil

Vision We are called by God to offer a prophetic witness to the city of Rio de Janeiro, especially to children living on the streets
who struggle and suffer with drugs, poverty and violence.

Downtown Street Ministry | WMF staff are in relationship with about
30-40 children, adolescents and young families who live on or frequent the
streets of downtown Rio de Janeiro. Ministry activities include games of
soccer, art and educational activities, Bible teaching, worship and music,
conversation and prayer. Once a week, the staff members bring lunch, and
have a time of prayer and worship on the streets.

This year has been very exciting as God has expanded the WMF
community and its presence on the streets. WMF hired its first Brazilian
employee, and many volunteers have faithfully committed themselves to
the Monday night street worship service. The Brazil community is seeking
to clarify the ministry vision God has given them and how to best
implement it in the Brazilian context.

Favelas/Neighborhood Ministry and Relationships | WMF staff live

in or near several favelas (slums) on the north side of Rio de Janeiro.
Frequent violent clashes between rival drug factions and the police make
these communities dangerous places to live; but, in spite of the dangers,

WMF staff have been warmly welcomed into the communities. Their
presence is an act of solidarity with the poor, as they seek to learn about
oppression and prejudice, as well as Brazilian culture. They have many
opportunities to invest in the lives of neighbors and assist in the ministries
of local churches. When appropriate, staff assist with financial and other
needs.

Partner Ministries | Projeto Vidinha is a care home for adopted and
at-risk children. It houses 20 children between the ages of 4 and 18. WMF
staff volunteer at the home, assisting with household chores, playing with
the children, telling Bible stories, and offering tutoring in English, math,
reading and other subjects. WMF formed a sponsorship program in 2006
that pairs children from the home with U.S. based families. This program
offers needed financial assistance to Projeto Vidinha and supplies the
children with basic necessities while also allowing for new friendships to
develop between the supporting families and the children.

WMF Brazil Photos: (left to right): fun on the pier, by Esdrianne Cohen; the child of a friend, by Rich Nichols; two children, Jenna Pashley THE CRY
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AIDS and children a with HIV.

CHENNAI (MADRAS)
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Machzhilchi lllam - Children’s Home | Machzhilchi lllam
(Home of Happiness) was opened in 1994 and was the first
WMF care home to be established, and we understand it to be
the first pediatric AIDS care facility in south India. The Home of
Happiness cares for children who have been orphaned by AIDS,
children living with HIV, children from families affected by AIDS or
Hansen'’s disease (leprosy) and abandoned babies.

Patrick (Executive Director) and Victoria Samuel (Home
Administrator) have led the home since it first opened; their
youngest daughter, Angelene, also serves on staff at the home,
having entered into the legacy of service her parents began. The
Home of Happiness is home to 38 children (28 girls and 10 boys)
between the ages of 4 and 16. The children living with HIV
receive special care and medical treatment. By the grace of God
and the sacrificial contribution of financial partners, a new
building was purchased in 2006 to better care for the growing
needs of the children, many of whom are now entering
adolescence. The home was renovated to provide three rooms
for study, play and prayer. The new Home of Happiness was
dedicated to the glory of God by Chris and Phileena Heuertz on
Jan. 27, 2007. The children are thriving in their new home!

chennai,

Vision | Our calling is to see Jesus among the least and the poorest of the poor in the community, especially children orphaned by

Samanthana lllam - Home for Disabled Children |
Samanthana lllam (Home of Peace) is committed to caring for

11 severely mentally and physically challenged children. Many of
these children have been abandoned by their families because of
social stigmas associated with their disabilities or because they
do not have the resources required to care for the special needs
of the children. J.P. and Ruby Dhanasingh continue to serve as
the Care Home Administrators at the Home of Peace. Eleven
children are under the care of the Home of Peace.

Destitute Women | WMF Chennai also operates a concurrent
ministry among destitute women. These women, who have
struggled to escape lives of prostitution or who are living with
HIV, widowed, divorced or victims of domestic violence, find
love and acceptance in the WMF child-care facilities. WMF
trains these women as caregivers, providing them with a family
atmosphere, Christian discipleship and economic stability, giving
them an opportunity to educate themselves through
correspondence courses during their stay at the homes.
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Vision | Jesus has called WMF Kolkata to the freedom and
restoration of Kolkata's red-light areas through dignity-giving
relationship with persons affected by the sex trade.

Sari Bari | Sari Bari is a business initiative that seeks the
freedom and restoration of Kolkata’s red-light areas through
dignity-giving employment opportunities for women affected by
the sex trade. At print, Sari Bari employs 19 women from the
red-light areas.

WMF Kolkata developed a six-month training program that
includes literacy, math, play budgeting, nutrition and informal
mental health discussions for the women at Sari Bari. Ten
women completed that training before November, when Sari
Bari began its third training session of the year.

In order to continue to bring more women into employment, Sari
Bari is researching a second location that will give them space
for 10 employees, in addition to the 14 positions available at the
first site.

Sari Bari experienced some losses this year in August and saw
three women return to their old lives. This was a heart-breaking
loss, but the community continues to look and pray for ways to
restore them to the Sari Bari family.

This year Sari Bari launched its beautiful new website:
www.sari.com.
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Photos (left to right): WMF Kolkata
friend and Sari Bari employee, by
Sarah Lance; Upendra (WMF Kolkata
staff) at work, by Courtney Steever, the
children and staff of the Home of
Peace, by Angelene Samuel; the
children of the Home of Happiness
with Patrick and Victoria, by Angelene
Samuel
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Brothel Ministry | The WMF community spends time with the
people of Kolkata’s largest red-light district three to five days a
week. By making daytime and early-evening visits to that area,
they are able to build relationships, teach Bengali and English
literacy, help women find education for their children and assist
with connections to alternate sources of employment. Through
relationships in this district, WMF Kolkata has assisted four
women in finding alternative, life-giving employment in 2007,
including two younger girls who have moved out of the area and
now work sewing bags. WMF continues to press into some very
difficult relationships, encountering friends with HIV and disco-
vering ways to help them. After several years of serving among
the needs of the women, WMF Kolkata has begun researching
a transition home that would assist women in leaving the trade.

Mukti Network | WMF continues to participate in a network of
Christian organizations and individuals who are working with
women and children in Kolkata’s red-light districts. In

October 2007, the Mukti Network started a campaign in the
local churches. The focus of the campaign is to raise
awareness of the truth about the red-light areas as well as call
the church to action.

Financial Need | WMF Kolkata needs $87,000 for continued
investment into the women'’s lives as well as the Sari Bari
business initiative.
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nepal

Vision Our calling is expressed through transformational ministries of compassion among women, children
and youth, and unifying relationships with the poor and the local church.

Karuna Ghar - Home for Girls | Gautam and Rekha Rai are the parents of this
family of girls. Karuna Ghar (Home of Compassion) provides a hope-filled future
for girls from backgrounds of abuse and neglect. The Rais have 11 children.

Prem Ghar - Home for Elderly Women | At Prem Ghar (Home of Love), Jyoti
Bhattarai and her family continue to care for elderly women who have been
widowed or abandoned by their families. Jyoti serves the ammas (mothers)
diligently, and the ammas have found love and life at the home, where they
occupy their time tending the home’s small herd of goats, raising vegetables and
being grandmothers to the Bhattarais’ three daughters.

Elderly Care | In addition to the three ammas they care for at Prem Ghar, Jyoti
and her husband, Shiva, operate an outreach to the elderly, assisting women in
need who are unable to live at Prem Ghar. The Bhattarais care for 12 elderly
women around the Kathmandu Valley, helping them with housing needs,
medical care, food and clothing.

Street Ministry Among Men and Women Living in Addiction | WMF Nepal
staff spend time on the streets pursuing relationships with children, young men
and women who are living in addiction to alcohol and hard drugs. Through
relationships that have been established, WMF staff are able to provide

peru

counseling, first aid and exposure to the gospel of Jesus Christ. They spend
countless hours deepening these relationships through jail visits, hospital visits
and home visits, with the intention of helping their friends through the process of
family reintegration.

From February 2006 through May 2007, WMF Nepal, in partnership with their
local church, also ran a drug rehabilitation home called Kripaa Sadhan (Home
of Mercy). During that period of time, 25 men with whom WMF Nepal staff were
in relationship were provided with a loving, supportive and disciplined family
atmosphere where the men found freedom from their addictions to alcohol and
drugs through faith in Jesus Christ. The men also participated in a four-month
Bible school program that took place at Kripaa Sadhan. Another facet of the
ministry of Kripaa Sadhan was preparation for death. Two members of the
Kripaa Sadhan family went home to be with Jesus after succumbing to
complications resulting from AIDS.

Financial Need | WMF Nepal needs $35,000 for un-funded ministry expenses
for the care homes through 2008. This need is quite urgent.

Vision Our calling is to practice and proclaim the Kingdom of God to children, adolescents and young adults who have lived on, are
currently living on or are at immediate risk for living on the streets.

Community Development | WMF Peru’s involvement with local Peruvian
churches and believers increased in 2007. The fellowship meetings with
volunteers focus on the vision and practice of WMF. Once a month, fellowship
meetings take place that include both WMF Peru staff and an average of 15
volunteers. Approximately 40 volunteers are involved.

Street Outreach | The WMF Peru community, in partnership with local
ministries and volunteers from 10 local churches, meets on the street weekly
for worship, prayer and conversation in a red-light district of central Lima.
Approximately 90 people participate, including adolescents and young adults
living in street contexts, and young women who work in prostitution in the area.

Adolescent Ministry | The WMF Peru community, along with a Peruvian
non-profit, INPPARES (Instituto Peruano de Paternidad Responsable), meets
every Wednesday with an average of seven adolescents between the ages of
8 and 18 who are starting to live on or work in street contexts. Shared times of
worship, devotionals and recreational activities provide unique opportunities to
prevent addiction to the streets in this age group. WMF staff and volunteers are
encouraging and assisting them to return home or commit to a care home. Of
the 35 adolescents among whom the community began working two years ago,
16 are now living off the street.

Educational Assistance | Financial assistance and educational counseling
were offered this year to 30 children, adolescents and young adults, all of whom
attend a local school or vocational institute.

Social Work | The community’s commitment to the whole person includes
attending to physical health and advocating for legal status. WMF Peru’s Social
Work ministry in 2007 coordinated 13 dental appointments and 30 doctor
appointments, processed seven legal documents (birth certificates, military
inscription, adult citizen ID) and provided extensive relational follow-up for

15 cases.

Handicraft Micro-Enterprise | The WMF Peru Christmas Card Campaign
provided part-time employment for youth formerly from street contexts.

Family Network Care | The WMF Peru community brought food baskets,
friendship and encouragement to adolescents and young adults who had
recently taken concrete steps toward leaving street contexts and had integrated
into a family member’s home or an institution. Approximately 60 visits were
made in 2007, reaching 26 youth. In addition, these families are invited to
monthly celebrations, which have become wonderful times of shared fellowship,
activities and fun. This year, WMF Peru began offering a children’s program, in
addition to the adult activity at its monthly Celebration Saturday.
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galati, romania

Vision WMF Romania serves Jesus among the most vulnerable: at-risk children, street youth and poor families.

Children on the Streets | WMF works among street children through
programs on the street and at the WMF Community Center named Casa
“La Vale,” or Valley House, because of its location in a low-lying poor
neighborhood. There are 100 children on the streets in Galati. WMF works
with 20 youth on a regular basis, providing food, clothes, recreation, Bible
study, basic medical care, counseling and educational opportunities at the
Valley House. WMF also plays soccer and shares meals on the streets
with groups of boys who live in two commercial areas in Galati and recently
began meeting with a group of children who beg in the city center.

Education Programs | WMF Romania assists children living in poverty with
their education — helping with school expenses, advocating for the children
at their schools and providing tutoring, meals, showers, medical care and
Bible study at the Valley House. With the help of volunteers and staff from
the local church, 41 at-risk children were assisted with their education in
2007. Thirty-five attend regular schools, five attend a special school for

Photo: Manuel, friend of WMF Peru, by David Smith

those who have missed years in school, and one attends vocational
high school.

Family Support | Through monthly parent meetings, the community has
begun to build relationships, raise awareness of issues involving children
and share the truth of God’s love to families in the local community. Special
events for parents this year included a Mother’s Day celebration and a
parents’ summer camp. A new program for young mothers has begun to
offer support, guidance and love to mothers and their children who are in at-
risk situations. WMF has also been involved this year in supporting a foster
family as they open their home to children in need of consistent affection
and discipline.

Financial Need | WMF Romania needs $115,000 to finance a new
job-creation project among at-risk youth and families.
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opportunities, and family-like relationships.

Lighthouse Ministry | WMF closely partners with Lighthouse Ministry, a
program started by Sierra Leoneans to encourage and support children

who live on the streets of Freetown. Fourteen teenagers are a part of the
program, with each one enrolled in high school or a job-training program.
The Lighthouse youth meet once a week for corporate worship, fellowship,
prayer and Bible study. Throughout the week, they meet in smaller groups for
discipleship, Bible study, prayer and accountability. Lighthouse youth hone
their leadership skills as they weekly help facilitate the Good News Club in
Kroo Bay.

In January, the community restructured the Lighthouse program with the
hope of providing the opportunity for deeper discipleship and accountability.
In October, five apprentices graduated from the Lighthouse program. These
young men and women have obtained marketable carpentry and tailoring
skills, and are launching into the work force.

Kroo Bay Good News Club | On Saturday afternoons, WMF staff, Servant
Team and the Lighthouse youth lead a Bible club for more than 300 children
in Kroo Bay, one of the largest and poorest communities of Freetown. The
Lighthouse youth lead the children in praise and worship, Bible stories and
prayer. At the end of the meetings, eggs and biscuits are shared to help with
nutritional needs, as well as first aid to those who are wounded or sick. Four
children from the club receive school fees and academic tutoring through
generous donations given to WMF.

Community Development | In January 2007, WMF Sierra Leone hosted

its first local Servant Team, composed of five Sierra Leoneans (two women
and three men). The purpose of this team is threefold: first, to invest in
discipleship relationships with Sierra Leoneans who will hopefully be future
staff and board members; second, to learn from Sierra Leoneans as the U.S.
staff attempt to serve in a culture very different from their own; and, finally, to
better provide individual support and mentorship to the youth. In September,
Stephanie McGuire, the new Servant Team Coordinator, moved to Freetown,
and is eager to welcome Servant Teams into the community from the U.S.
and Sierra Leone.
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Photos (left to right): Staff, board and guests commission Andrew Ulasich, by Jara Sturdivant; WMF
Sierra Leone Good News Club, by Faye Yu.

Vision | We are called to holistically care for children and young adults through discipleship, educational/vocational

Vision | WMF Omaha honors and cares for the poor through service
among our international community. We serve the WMF international
community through administration, advocacy and community care.

Omabha Staff | Four new staff were brought on

in the Omaha office this year: Amanda (Timm)

Knihal completed her internship and now serves

as Coordinator of Community Care; Mandy

Mowers finished her internship and became

the Publications Editor and Assistant to the
Advocacy Department; in July, Marcia Ghali
began serving as Short Term Programs Coordinator and Beggars Society
Coordinator; and Katherine Fischer started as the Administration Coordinator
upon Emily Timm'’s transition to student teaching after three years of faithful
service in the office. In addition, Jara Sturdivant transitioned into the new role
of Advocacy Coordinator. Sarah Kim and An Nguyen ended their service.

Sabbatical | After 11 years of service, Chris (International Executive
Director) and Phileena Heuertz (Associate Director of Community Care) took
a Sabbatical, walking the Camino de Santiago in Spain in May and spending
the fall semester at the Duke Center for Reconciliation in Durham, NC.



memorials

“Broken Flowers” ink drawings by Caleb Coppock

Saanu “Baba” Lama

Close friend of WMF Nepal Staff, age 23
Date and cause of death: May 2007, from complications from tuberculosis and AIDS

Saanu “Baba” Lama was a beloved friend of WMF Nepal staff and a member of the Kripaa Sadhan family, WMF Nepal's drug-rehabilitation
home for men. Until the age of 19, Saanu was living with his mother and two brothers as a healthy young man. At this point in his life,
however, he was put under a spiritual curse, which rendered him mute and deeply affected the function of his mind. He lived this way for
three years, during which many people took advantage of his condition and introduced him to the world of IV drugs. In December 2006,
Saanu was healed of this condition and set free during a fellowship meeting with WMF staff. In the months that followed, he was able to
speak, and his mind began to recover its normal functions once again. Saanu moved into Kripaa Sadhan. During his time there, WMF Nepal
staff watched as Saanu became filled with the joy of the Lord. He loved to dance and worship God freely and openly. Saanu was baptized
by WMF Nepal Field Director Silas West on May 20, 2006. In May 2007, Saanu went home to be with Jesus, because of complications from
tuberculosis and AIDS. Although Saanu suffered many injustices throughout his life on earth, he will be remembered for his purity of faith
and true joy in the presence of the Lord. ¢ Brook Birch

Sonia Cala Monda

Friend of WMF Bolivia Staff, age: 30
Date and cause of death: May 18, 2007, from asphyxiation

Sonia was born in a small village in the province of Santa Cruz. She began prostituting in El Alto at 18 years of age, when her father
died. Her family did not know the work she was doing, even though she supported her mother and four brothers. In the brothels she
was exploited and mistreated. Every year she would return to her village to spend Christmas with her family, bringing gifts and money to
help continue her brothers’ education. The night of May 18, 2007, Sonia’s co-workers found her dead in her room. The police registered
her death as caused by asphyxiation, adding that the victim had died “in a public brothel” to emphasize her profession. Because of this
designation, not much effort was directed into the investigation of her death. She was 30 years old. « Cara Strauss

Eda Elsa Aguilera Rojas
Maria del Rosario Aguilera

Friends of WMF Bolivia Staff
Date and cause of death: May 25, 2007, from “ingestion of chemical agents,” or poison

Eda was abandoned by her husband at age 34, leaving her with two children. Maria, Eda’s sister, was a widow with four children. They
came together to El Alto from the province of Santa Cruz, Bolivia, to look for work, but in anguish and desperation turned to prostitution
to feed their children. On the night of May 25, 2007, Eda and Maria died of “ingestion of chemical agents,” or poison. There was no
investigation made into their deaths. The children are being cared for by relatives and friends. « Cara Strauss

Kailane dos Santos

Daughter of a friend of WMF Brazil Staff, 11 weeks old
Date and cause of death: July 12, 2007, from pneumonia

Kailane was the fourth child of a friend of the streets of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Shortly after Kailane’s birth, her mother’s two oldest children
were taken away by social services. Worried that she would lose her two remaining daughters, Kailane’s mother and her boyfriend were
able to rent a space in tenement housing in downtown Rio. While they were living there, Kailane contracted pneumonia, was hospitalized
and died a few days later. She was just over 11 weeks old. « Ben Miller

Covita

Friend of WMF Kolkata Staff, age about 27
Date and cause of death: March 30, 2007, from alcohol-induced fall, neglect, dehydration

Covita was a woman the WMF Kolkata staff knew for years in the red-light district. Without fail, she always greeted us with a warm smile
and a handshake. She even had us over for tea once. She was a young woman, about 27, who wore the pain she had experienced on

the outside of her body. Her face and arms were covered with scars, and she looked much older then she really was. She struggled with
alcoholism. Her eyes contained sadness and disappointment, but also kindness. | don't know her whole story, but you could look at her and
know life had not been fair or easy. One night she fell down the stairs. The local people sat her on the side of the road. She lay for two and
a half days on the main lane of the red-light area. We found her and wanted to take her to Mother Teresa’'s Home for the Dying, but a local
NGO said they would “handle the problem.” It ended up that they handled the problem by discarding her like rubbish on the main road just
outside the red-light area. She lay for three days in her own feces before we found her. By this time, she had spent six days lying by the side
of road. We took her to the Home for the Dying on a Wednesday. She died in the home on Saturday, March 30, 2007, from what we believe
to be an alcohol-induced fall and neglect. It was quite a shock to us because we didn’t realize how close to death she really was. | pray that
we can learn from Covita, that her life and death would not be in vain but that she could speak to us about the cost of judgment, injustice
and the devaluing of human life. | pray we will not forget her. « Kristen Keen




simply.

by beth waterman

| don’t want to say I'm sorry.

I'll' just show you how I'll change.

See the riddle’s in the words | say,

With my hands and feet of clay

With simplicity colliding in the face of what | have

Where does love find holes to permeate these walls of life I've laid
How must | melt these old divides long separating you from me.

If simplicity’s the light

And love the greater fuel

Then my life’s the melting ice
And the change is all for you ...

So come, my dear simplicity,
Reach forth your light to me.
Melt down my separation

And set free my heart to see. m

We received this letter late last year from a friend of WMF:

Our daughter Grace has a big rock in our back yard that she calls the
“Need Rock.” Sometimes she will go to the “Need Rock,” bring her
scissors, tape, etc., and make gifts for those in need. She usually uses
things she finds outside, and her craftsmanship and ingenuity are
definitely that of a 5-year-old, but her heart is moved by those whom
she feels might need a doll or a gift of some sort. Enclosed is a “doll”

she made for a little girl in Africa. | told her | would mail it for her. You
guys are the only ones | know who would really understand. Thanks
for receiving this.

Merry Christmas!
Love,
Jennifer & Grace

True ministry goes beyond the giving of gifts. It requires giving of self. That is the way of him who did not cling to his privileges but emptied himself to share our struggles. When God’s way becomes
known to us and practiced by us, hope emerges. — Henri Nouwen, Gracias, p. 85




MAKING GOD VISIBLE
(continued from page 9)

four-star hotel where all the guests were hosted and where the price of
a room per night was around $400. Only the wealthy would be able to
afford to attend stay in such a hotel.

In 2006 | discovered snowboarding. Most of my friends already know
how excited | am over it. So far | have managed to get on the slopes
three weekends. Since my only friend who snowboards lives in the
U.K., the last two times | went by myself, so | had to share the chairlift
that took me to the top of the slope with strangers. Each time | got into
a conversation with the person next to me during our 20-minute ride to
the top. | met different people, from a little girl who shared with me how
she convinced her father to buy her orange skis because she wouldn’t
use any others to an English businessman who arranged over the
phone next to me a multi-million-dollar real-estate deal. Although I'm
an introvert, | had fun seeing how much | could learn about all these
people in 20 minutes. Most of them seemed like nice people, but none
of them seemed able to enjoy a simple joy or peace.

Few people today desire simplicity. Yet, the apostle Paul encourages
Christians in his letters to manifest simplicity in their lives through

all of their conduct (2 Corinthians 1:12), while preaching the gospel
(1 Thessalonians 2:3-7), while giving or showing mercy (Romans
12:8) and also concerning their own wisdom (1 Corinthians 3:18) and
obedience (Romans 16:19).

Simplicity leaves us with nothing else to give to others but our life.
Simplicity allows us to enter into a deeper relationship with the people
around us, since all we have to offer to our friends is our life and not
our possessions. m

ENDNOTES
1 Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible with Dictionaries of the
Hebrew and Greek Words.

FAMILY IN GOD
(continued from page 13)

There isn't really much | can offer him, but I think the little bit that |
have is the most important. First of all, | can offer him Christ. That in
itself is amazing. Secondly, | can offer him my family. So, while | may
cringe when | hear him calling “mom” through the crowd, it is with

a smile that | greet him. | am so grateful that | get to have tea with
this grown son as he tells me his dreams. It is amazing to hear him
talk of Jesus and his love for Him. Yes, it is hard. Many times | have
been saddened by his decisions. Many times he has hurt me with his
words. But | will love him as a mother because God loves me as His
daughter. Wow! God is amazing, and serving Him in Nepal has shown
me more and more of what it means to be loved as God’s daughter. m

THE PATH OF PRAYER
(continued from page 14)

dark and pain until she grasped God’s hand. She held onto Christ through
everything, from the joy of His first breath to the sorrow of His last cry.

Yet in all this, she knew a path, the path of prayer. She knew to follow this
path and walk in it, no matter where it led. From the Magnificat, we see her
eyes fixed on God, confident in His goodness and sovereignty. As evil sur-
rounded her and threatened to smother her, she prayed. Through prayer,
she connected with the hand of God. He would not let go, even though the
sin was so great, the wrongs committed so grievous. He would hold fast,
and through prayer, she too could have the faith needed to hold on.

Jesus has been showing me another way to deal with my anger. Ranting
doesn’t make the young girl leave prostitution. Grumbling in my heart
doesn't turn the street boy toward Christ. And when the feelings of despair
settle around me like a thick fog, | have learned from the woman cradling
the lamp. Despite the rage and grief that are so tangible, | stick out my
hand to grasp the one true thing out there.

Over time, | have incorporated a very simple rule of prayer into my day. At
specific points in the morning, midday and evening, | stop to open myself
up to God’s presence. It may be a request or a verse from Scripture.
Frequently, | rely upon the Jesus prayer: “Jesus Christ, Son of God, have
mercy on me, a sinner.” These prayers aren’t magic wands that make
everything better, but they help to re-center my focus. Whether | am in the
midst of teaching or laundry or cooking, | turn my inward gaze, if only for
a few moments, to Christ, and ask Him to fill me. My prayers are short,
ineloquent, sometimes guttural. But they are sincere and desperate. They
are my lifeline to the rescue boat | cannot see. Through the tossing seas of
a fallen world, they give me a way to walk. They connect me to the Father.
Mother Teresa says, “Prayer makes the heart large enough until it can
contain God'’s gift of Himself.” Instead of shrinking with bitterness or
cynicism, through prayer my heart can expand to hold Him who is love.
And when Love Himself comes in, there is no more room for anger.

A couple weeks ago, | saw that bright, engaging boy who lived with us. He
looked good, smiling as he walked with a girl. We exchanged pleasantries,
and as | turned away, | felt the familiar ache of mourning for what could
have been. As that ache turned into a burn, | looked toward Jesus. With
His help, | walked in the path of prayer. | released my list of grievances and
asked to be given the strength to absorb the pain. In my mind, | saw His
pierced hands, and | realized He had already absorbed it all. m

ENDNOTES

* Mother Maria Skobtsova, Essential Writings, (Maryknoll: Orbis Books,
2003), pp. 66-67.

2 A Simple Path, (New York: Ballantine Books, 1995), p. 35.
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